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Every book that I work on starts with an idea, concept, or topic—something that I want to explore. 
And so I have to pick an animal that kind of works with that message. In every book, I try to 
merge the best way to communicate a message with a character and with the look. 
 
 
On Illustrating Scaredy Squirrel 
Scaredy Squirrel has a specific design style. Itʼs very flat and it looks kind of cut out. 
 
This is Kiwi, my parrot. Sometimes when I work in my studio, he stays with me and hangs out.  
 
I use charcoal pencil, and I apply the color on the computer. The computer plays a big part in my 
work. I draw on paper, and then I scan it, and it appears here on my computer. I just kind of 
create a shape like this. And I can add a color like this. The colors have these rough edges and 
they never touch the black outlines. 
 
Scaredy Squirrel is about a squirrel that is afraid of pretty much everything. Here we have the 
green Martians, the killer bees, tarantulas, poison ivy, germs, and sharks. He can only discover 
heʼs a flying squirrel by leaping out into the unknown. 
 
Every kid has fears. The message behind this book is that if you donʼt take risks, you donʼt know 
what youʼre capable of. 
 
 
On Designing Picture Books 
I like to control my environment, control the picture book, decide the colors, what type of text, and 
create a universe that is really just for that character 
 
When I start a Scaredy Squirrel book, I look for graphic ideas: schedules, exit plans, lists. Here is 
when Scaredy puts on his emergency kit. 
 
Chester doesnʼt agree with what I'm writing. And Chester just interacts with me, the writer. He has 
a better idea of how to make a book than I do. And he constantly interferes, because he has a 
huge ego. He doesnʼt want the book to be about a mouse, he wants it to be about a cat—himself. 
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Augustine is a penguin that moves and has to make new friends in a new school. She uses art to 
express her feelings as the book goes. 
 
Youʼre Finally Here is a story about a rabbit that is really happy to see you but in a way is kind of 
upset because you didnʼt show up earlier. 
 
 
On Becoming an Illustrator 
I was born in Trois-Rivieres, Québec in Canada. French is my first language. I learned to speak 
English when I was 8. I loved to draw. I moved a lot a kid and that was always a way to break the 
ice—to draw for other kids in my class. 
 
One of my favorite childhood memories is to dress up. I used to dress up my cat, too.  So, of 
course, you see the parallel between that and how I dress up Chester at the end of every book. 
 
What Iʼd like for kids to take away from my books is that it inspires them to be creative. Itʼs always 
fun to hear from kids and how it inspires them to make their own drawings and create their own 
stories. 
 
“Itʼs my pencil.” 
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Note: Bibliography created in August 2011. 
 
 
Many thanks go to Melissa Reilly Ellard at Weston Woods Studios and Naseem Hrab at Kids Can 
Press. 
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Thanks, as well, to Gretta Miller and Aarick Beher for their invaluable, professional help with this 
production. 
 
Of course, this entire Author Program occurred because of the kindness and generosity of 
Mélanie Watt and her family, who graciously opened their home and shared time and enthusiasm 
with us. 
 
This program is a production of TeachingBooks.net LLC and may only be used in accordance 
with the Subscriber Agreement found on the TeachingBooks website. (www.TeachingBooks.net) 
 
 
TeachingBooks.net obtained the following permissions: 
 
Photograph of Mélanie Watt on the www.TeachingBooks.net webpage, copyright © 
TeachingBooks.net. 
 
Book cover and internal images provided by and used with permission from Kids Can Press. 
 
Images of photographs, letters, and notebooks of Mélanie Wattʼs used with permission. 
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Questions regarding this production should be directed to: info@teachingbooks.net  
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