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Animals All Around 
 
 
The Hazel Ridge Farm series contains many stories about animals, both wild 
and domestic, and their adventures. Below is a list of various animals. Place 
each animal in its correct category. 
 
Farm Animals                                                        Wild Animals 
 
 
 
 
 
House Pets                                                             Birds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
owl                     dog                        fox                    deer                 sheep 
 
blue heron         skunk                     cat                    horse                  goat 
 
opossum           goose                     crow                 rabbit                 finch 

 



  Acrostic Poetry 
 
 
An acrostic poem is formed using the letters of a word to begin each line in 
the poem. The poem usually describes the word it is written about. 
Example-  C- clever, cute, cuddly 
                  A- always sneaky, active 
                  T- tail-twitching terror 
 
Choose one of the animals from the Hazel Ridge Farm series and write an 
acrostic poem about the animal. You can use either the animal’s name or its 
species for your poem. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 ANIMAL ALLITERATION 
 
 
Alliteration is when you repeat the beginning consonant sounds in words. 
For example, Tom touches ten toes. As you read the Hazel Ridge Farm 
series of books, pay special attention to the different kinds of animals. 
Write an alliterative sentence using 10 different animals (one animal per 
line). Have fun and be creative! 
 
1. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
4. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
5. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
6. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
7. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
8. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
9. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
10. __________________________________________________________ 
 
Illustrate your funniest alliteration. 
 



 

 
 

 
 
If you step on a sharp rock on the beach you will jump back. This 
is an example of cause and effect. The cause was stepping on the 
rock and the effect was jumping back. The rock caused you to 
jump.  
 
In the Hazel Ridge Farm series you will find many examples of 
cause and effect. 
 
Complete each sentence with a cause or an effect. 
        
1. Jackson has to go to the owl hospital 
cause:________________________________________________ 
 
2. Boy no longer wants owl  
effect:________________________________________________ 
 
3. Hunter sets out trap  
effect:________________________________________________ 
 
4. Kelly can’t find her mother 
cause:________________________________________________ 
 
5. Jackson gets pestered by the crows 
effect: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 Jackson’s Crossword 
 
The answers to this crossword can be found in Adopted by an Owl. This 
book is part of the Hazel Ridge Farm series which tells the stories that 
happen on the farm. Read and enjoy all the wonderful books in this series. 
 

J  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
A  __  __  __  __  __ 
C  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
K  __  __  __ 
S  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
O  __  __ 
N  __  __  __ 
 
 
 
1. Name of the great horned owl 
2. What a small bird would do if Jackson came near her nest 
3. Colors that helped Jackson blend into the tree are called 
4. Nick’s behavior toward Jackson 
5. Sound an owl makes 
6. Jackson is this type of bird 
7. Man who cared for the owl 
 
 



 

Design a Habitat 
Diorama 

 
 
A habitat is the environment in which an animal lives. You won’t 
find lions in the Arctic or polar bears in the jungles because neither 
would survive. Choose one of the animals from the Hazel Ridge 
Farm series of books. 
 
Make a diorama of its habitat. 
 
Materials 
shoe box 
paper 
crayons, markers, paint 
 
Use the area below to draw your diorama. Once you are pleased 
with it, use your shoe box to make the diorama 3-dimensional. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

How Can You Help Our 
Environment? 

 
 

 
 
People have been working for many years to help make our world 
a cleaner and healthier place to live. Do you celebrate Earth Day? 
Learn the many ways Kelly’s parents helped improve the 
environment in the book Kelly at Hazel Ridge. 
 
List 4 things Kelly’s parents did to improve the environment at Hazel Ridge. 
 
1. __________________________________________________________ 
2. __________________________________________________________ 
3. __________________________________________________________ 
4.___________________________________________________________ 
 
List 5 ways you can improve your environment.  
 
1. ___________________________________________________________ 
2. ___________________________________________________________ 
3. ___________________________________________________________ 
4. ___________________________________________________________ 
5. ___________________________________________________________ 
 



                    Fun with Fables 
 
A fable is a short story with a moral at the end. Do you remember the story 
of the fox and the grapes? That is a fable. Choose one of the animal 
characters from the Hazel Ridge Farm series and write a fable using the 
animal as the main character. Don’t forget to write the moral at the end of 
the fable. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Illustrate your fable. 
 
 



 
 

 Survey and Graph 
 
 
 
 
The Hazel Ridge Farm books tell the stories of animals and people and their 
adventures on the farm. Read the books Saving Samantha and Adopted by an 
Owl. Decide which of the animal characters is your favorite. 
 
Survey your class to find each student’s favorite animal. 
 
Jackson the owl      Samantha the fox       Myles the dog       Other 
 
 
 
 
Use the data you collected in the survey to make a bar graph showing the 
results. Give your graph a title. Make sure it is colorful and easy to read and 
understand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                              

 
 
 
 
Kelly of Hazel Ridge writes about what makes her home special. You’ll find 
this book interesting and fun to read. No matter where you live there are 
people and things that make your home special. 
 
Write a story explaining what makes your home a place that is special to 
you. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Draw a picture of a special place in your home. 
 
 
 



  Lost? 
 

 
 
 
Have you ever been lost? Learn how Kelly got lost in Kelly of 
Hazel Ridge. She was very happy when she found her mother. 
 
Write a story about a time you were lost. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
 



 Chicken/Egg Math 
 
 
 
The birds in the Hazel Ridge Farm series all lay eggs. See how many types 
of birds you can find as you read these books. 
 
Solve the following chicken/egg math problems. 
 
1. Ben and Betty collected the day’s eggs. Ben collected 87 eggs and Betty 
collected 69 eggs. How many more eggs did Ben collect than Betty 
collected? 
 
 
 
 
2. Thirteen dozen eggs were collected in one week. How many total eggs 
were collected? 
 
 
 
3. On Monday 56 eggs were collected, Tuesday 29, Wednesday 37, 
Thursday 81, Friday 15 (the chickens got tired!). How many total eggs were 
collected? 
 
 
 
4. Kelly collected eggs from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. She took a 45-minute 
lunch break. How many hours did she collect eggs? 
 
 
 



 

Music for Fun 
 
 
Sounds are everywhere! It’s hard to find a place where there is no 
sound. Find the sounds of the animals in the stories of the Hazel 
Ridge Farm. Now let’s have some fun with a story and music or 
sound effects! 
 
1. Write a realistic story about an animal. 
2. Record sounds or music that will enhance your story. 
3. Practice reading your story out loud with the music. 
4. Perform your story with music to a lower-grade class. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 



 

  The Animal Press 
 

 
 
The HAZEL RIDGE FARM series has wonderful stories about animals and 
their adventures with people. 
 
Use an animal from this series and write a newspaper article about its 
adventures. Write a different adventure than the one in the book. 
 
Use this graphic organizer to help you organize your thoughts. 
 
WHO _________________________________________________ 
WHAT ________________________________________________ 
WHERE _______________________________________________ 
WHEN ________________________________________________ 
WHY _________________________________________________ 
HOW _________________________________________________ 
 
Write your article below. Don’t forget to give it an exciting headline. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 



 

   Animal Observations 
 
Robbyn in Saving Samantha keeps a journal detailing Samantha’s 
recovery and adventures. Read this book and discover who Samantha 
is and what happens to her. 
 
Find an animal that you would like to observe for a week. Make sure 
you will see this animal every day. It could be a pet or a wild animal or 
bird. You are looking for what the animal does and how it acts. 
 
Monday__________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
Tuesday _________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
Wednesday_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
Thursday_________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
Friday___________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 



 

 Should You Raise a Baby 
Bird? 

 
Have you ever thought it might be fun to raise a wild bird? Read 
about a boy who took a baby owl from its nest in Adopted by an 
Owl. 
 
Write an opinion piece stating whether you think it is ever right to 
take a bird from its nest. If you think there are times it might be 
okay, explain when and why. 
 

 State your opinion 
 Write 3 sentences giving facts that support your opinion. 
 Write a concluding sentence restating your opinion in a 

different way. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

Persuasive Writing 
 
A persuasive letter gives your opinion on a topic and tries to get 
the reader to agree with you. You will learn about many wild and 
domestic animals in the Hazel Ridge Farm books. 
 
Write a persuasive letter to a newspaper encouraging people to 
stop the unnecessary killing of wild animals. Use facts and give 
reasons why they should not kill these animals. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 



 

Animal Rap 
 
 
It’s great fun to read the true adventures of the people and animals 
in the Hazel Ridge Farm series. 
 
Choose one or more of the animals from the series and write a rap 
poem about the animals. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
Practice your rap poem until you are comfortable performing it. 
Have fun performing your piece for your teacher and class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Who is Samantha? 
 
 
Discover Samantha and her unusual adventure in the book Saving 
Samantha from the Hazel Ridge Farm series.  
 
Throughout this book you will find many “named” animals. Write 
the type of animal with the following names. 
 
1. Samantha ________________________________ 
2. Myles  __________________________________ 
3. Igor _____________________________________ 
4. Corvis  __________________________________ 
5. Black  ___________________________________ 
 
Which one is your favorite character? ________ 
 
Write 3 sentences explaining why you like this character.  
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
 



                           When Did It Happen? 
                     Sequencing 

 
 
Enjoy reading the book Adopted by an Owl which is a part of the Hazel 
Ridge Farm series. You will see that it is a true story. 
 
The story order below has been scrambled. Cut out each sentence and glue 
the sentences on another piece of paper in the order they happened. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Jackson offers Nick mice he caught. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Jackson breaks his leg. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Boy steals owl chick from its nest. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Jackson hides from the crows in a blue spruce. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Jackson leaves to be with the other owls in the wild. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Nick gives the owl a new home. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  Jackson returns to Nicks to stay for good. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 



 Finding Story Elements 
 
 
 
Choose one of the books from the Hazel Ridge Farm series and 
read it carefully.  
 
Find the following story elements in the book you chose. 
 
Title ________________________________________________ 
Author ______________________________________________ 
Illustrator ____________________________________________ 
Two main characters ___________________________________ 
Describe each of the main characters ______________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
Describe the problem encountered ________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
Describe the solution or solutions _________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Synonyms are words that have similar meanings (happy-glad). 
Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings (hot-cold). 
The following words are from the Hazel Ridge Farm series of 
books. These books are about the adventures of the people and 
animals that live on the farm. 
 
Write a synonym next to each word. 
 
1. walk ____________________________ 
2. smell ____________________________ 
3. brave ____________________________ 
4. caught ___________________________ 
5. true ______________________________ 
 
Write an antonym for each word. 
 
1. wild _______________________________ 
2. brave ______________________________ 
3. calm _______________________________ 
4. sunny ______________________________ 
5. tough ______________________________ 
 
Write 3 sets of synonyms or antonyms. 
 
1. ____________________________________ 
2. ____________________________________ 
3. ____________________________________ 
 
 



 
 
 

ITSY BITSY & TEENY WEENY 
 

WHAT’S THE WORD NUMBER FOR 
TWINS? 

 
 
The two main characters in Itsy Bitsy & Teeny Weeny are treated as though 
they were twins. How many does it take to make twins? 
 
 
Match each number word with the correct number. 
 
1 _______________                                                   triplets 
 
2________________                                                 quintuplets 
 
3 _______________                                                  twins 
 
4 _______________                                                 septuplets 
 
5 _______________                                                 octuplets 
 
6 _______________                                                 quadruplets 
 
7 _______________                                                 single 
 
8 _______________                                                 sextuplets 



ITSY BITSY & TEENY WEENY 
 

RESCUE CROSSWORD 

 
 
 
All of the answers needed to solve this crossword can be found in the book 
Itsy Bitsy & Teeny Weeny. 
 
 
1. R ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
2. E ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
3. S ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
4. C ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
5. U ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
6. E ___ ___  
 
 
1. The bird that woke the farm up was a _____________________________ 
 
2. At first Bitsy and Teeny Weeny had very little _____________________ 
 
3. Each day the twins grew _______________________________________ 
 
4. A slang name for animals is ____________________________________ 
 
5. Something that is not normal is _________________________________ 
 
6. A female sheep is called a _____________________________________ 



ITSY BITSY & TEENY WEENY 
 

SEEK AND FIND  

 
 
 
Look high and low and cover to cover in Itsy Bitsy & Teeny Weeny to find 
the answers to these challenging questions. 
 
 
1. How many lambs were born to Wooly Mama? _____________________ 
 
2. Was Itsy Bitsy a male or a female? ___________________________ 
 
3. In which state will you find Hazel Ridge Farm? _____________________ 
 
4. Name the season when baby animals are usually born. _______________ 
 
5. What do you call a baby sheep? _________________________________ 
 
6. Which animals helped to clean Itsy Bitsy and Teeny Weeny’s faces? 
_______________________________________ 
 
7. Why didn’t Itsy Bitsy’s mother take care of her? ____________________ 
 
8. What two characteristics are fawns born with that protect them? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Where did Itsy Bitsy and Teeny Weeny go the first time they escaped 
from their pen?_________________________________________________ 
 
10. Name the author of Itsy Bitsy & Teeny Weeny. _____________________ 



ITSY BITSY & TEENY WEENY 
 

ITSY BITSY’S ADVENTURE 

 
 
 
What do you think happened to Itsy Bitsy after he was returned to the wild? 
Write a story about the adventure he had after being turned loose. 
Remember a good story needs to have a setting, characters, a problem, and a 
solution to the problem. Put on your thinking cap and have fun writing your 
story! 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



ITSY BITSY & TEENY WEENY 
 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP? 
 
 
Animals are abandoned by their parents and by their owners for many 
different reasons. There are rescue agencies for these animals across the 
country. They often are in need of help and money to continue caring for the 
animals. How can you help? Brainstorm a list of things that children could 
do to help these animals.  Be creative! 

 
 

 



 
ITSY BITSY & TEENY WEENY 

 
 

VENN DIAGRAM 
 
 
After reading the story Itsy Bitsy & Teeny Weeny, think about the ways the 
two animals were alike and the ways they were different. 
 
Make a Venn diagram showing the ways Itsy Bitsy and Teeny Weeny were 
alike and the ways they were different. 
 
 
 
 
               ITSY BITSY                     BOTH                  TEENY WEENY 

 
                                                             

       



 ITSY BITSY & TEENY WEENY 

 
 
 
Enjoy reading or listening to the story about Itsy Bitsy and Teeny Weeny. 
Think about the bond they had because of their situation. But what if 
something had been different? Use your knowledge about animals and your 
imagination to answer these questions. 
 
1. What if Wooly Mama had bonded with her third lamb? _______________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What if the man hadn’t brought the fawn to the farm? ________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What if the lamb and the fawn didn’t get along? ____________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What if Itsy Bitsy hadn’t been freed? _________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Write your own “what if” question and answer. 
 
What if _______________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

                                                   Hazel Ridge Farm 
                                     Answer sheet 
 
 
 
Animals all Around-  Farm animals- sheep, horse, goat    Wild animals- fox, skunk, 
deer, opossum ( rabbit)  Birds- owl, goose, crow, blue heron finch      House pet- dog, cat 
(rabbit) 
 
Cause and Effect- 1) broke his leg   2) Nick takes home   3) Samantha breaks leg 
4) Pays no attention to where she is going    5) hides in blue spruce 
 
Crossword-  1) Jackson   2) attack   3) camouflage   4) kind   5) screech   6) owl    
7) Nick 
 
Help Our Environment- 1) planted trees   2) dug ponds   3) made wetlands   4) seeded 
wild prairies 
 
Chicken/Egg Math- 1) 18   2) 156   3) 218   4) 5 ¼ hrs.  
 
Who is Samantha- 1) fox   2) dog   3) rooster   4) crow   5) rooster 
 
When Did It Happen- 1) boy steals owl   2) Nick takes owl home   3) Jackson gives 
Nick a mouse   4) Jackson hides in a blue spruce   5) Jackson breaks his leg   6) Jackson 
goes to live in the wild   7) Jackson returns to Nick for good 
 
What’s the word number for twins?  1) single   2) twins   3) triplets   4) quadruplets   
5) quintuplets   6) sextuplets    
7) septuplets   8) octuplets 
 
Rescue Crossword-  1) rooster   2) energy   3) stronger   4) critters 
5) unusual   6) ewe 
 
Seek and Find- 1) 3   2) male   3) Michigan   4) spring   5) lamb 
6) dogs   7) mother didn’t bond with her   8) camouflage and no scent   9) living room   
10) Robbyn Smith van Frankenhuyzen 
 


