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SUMMARY: A little girl describes the two homes she travels between--her
mother's and her father's. Her beloved pet dog, Fred, always stays with her no
matter what. When Fred's behavior problems, such as sock-chewing, begin to
cause minor problems, the parents decide they no longer want Fred. However,
the little girl reminds them that Fred is hers, not theirs.

BOOKTALK: Is there something that is just yours and no one else's, no matter
what? That's how his owner, a little girl who travels between her mother's and
father's home, feels about Fred, her dog.
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CHALLENGING WORDS (pronunciation, spelling, defining): Neighbor

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Why does the little girl sometimes live with her mom and sometimes live
with her dad?

2. Do you have a pet? How is your pet like a friend?

3. Do you think it would be difficult to travel back and forth between your
mom's house and your dad's house? How?

4. How did her parents solve the problems they were having with Fred?

5. How does having Fred near make the little girl feel?

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:
Language Arts

e Use this book in conjunction with other books on divorce. Discuss how the
little girl copes with the situation with your students. Help them brainstorm
other ways to make traveling back and forth between your parents' home
easier.

e After reading the book aloud to your students, ask them to write a
paragraph and explain why "it helps when you have a friend like Fred".



Social Studies
e Discuss the little girl in the book's family life. How is her family different
from yours? How is it like yours?
e Discuss the other types of families in your community. How are they like
yours? Different from yours?
Science
e After reading the story, discuss Fred's behavior. Is his behavior typical for

a dog? Have you ever had a dog that misbehaved? How did you handle
the problem?

Life Skills: Friendship, flexibility, responsibility, and caring
INTERNET SITES:

Visit the author's web site at:
http://www.nancycoffelt.com

Read an interview with the illustrator at:
http://www.tinanicholscouryblog.com/2008/04/tricia-tulsa--.html
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My Favorite Pet

Fred is the little girl’s favorite pet and he travels back and forth
between homes with her. Sometimes Fred causes trouble for
the little girl and her parents. Finish the story below about a pet
you’ve had (or still have).

My Pet’s Name

I like my pet
because:

A favorite memory
I have about my
pet 1s:

Draw a picture of your pet




