Stanza
By:  Esbaum, Jill
Illustrated By:  Davis, Jack E

Publisher:  Harcourt Children’s Books
Copyright:  2009

Art Medium:  watercolors
Genre:  Poerty, Humorous
Lifeskills: friendship, courage, pride, effort, perserverance

SYNOPSIS: Stanza the dog prowls the streets with his bully brothers.  But what the brothers don’t know is that Stanza likes to write poetry.  He enters a jingle writing contest and everyone finds out.  He is made fun of until he wins second place with the prize being a truckload of dog food.


BOOKTALK: Stanza keeps his talent for poetry a secret. But, what happens when he wins a contest and all of his friends find out about his love of poetry?

AUTHOR:
Jill Esbaum
Jill Esbaum lives on a farm in Iowa.  She has always loved telling stories.  In addition to writing books, she helps others become authors through a writing workshop and critique service. Her favorite season is autumn and she loves to read. She is the author of several children’s books.
Other books written by the author:
 
Apples for Everyone
Estella Takes a Bath

Everything Spring

Stink Soup

To The Big Top

ILLUSTRATOR:
Jack E. Davis
 Jack E. Davis has illustrated many works with a variety of well-known authors.  He has no formal school and found his talent because he drew a cartoon of his bosses car blowing up. He use to work for a printing company, but now he lives in Portown, Washington.


 Other books illustrated by the illustrator:
 
 Dirty Joe the Pirate 
Marsupial Sue

Moose Tracks


CHALLENGING WORDS (pronunciation, spelling, defining):
prowled, scoundrel, haiku, sonnets, stanza, merciless, flabbergasteded,  astounded, dirge, fresco, jeers, exceedingly, boogied, dumbfounded



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Why does Stanza keep his talent a secret?

2. How is his secret talent reveled?

3. How do his brothers act when they find out about his poem?

4. Do you think Stanza was proud of getting second place? Why or why not?

5. Would you have kept your poetry a secret from your brothers? Why or why not?

6. Do you think Stanza’s brothers are proud of him?

7. Why did Stanza bully people like his brothers did?

8. Why was Stanza embarrassed when everyone found out that he entered a poetry writing contest?

9. What do you think Stanza might have won if he had placed first?

10. To which of the 3 main characters do you most relate?

11. What clue does the illustrator give to Stanza's brothers hidden talents?

12. Why did Stanza write poetry despite the risk of being discovered by his brothers?



ACTIVITIES:
Language Arts:

· Use a thesaurus to look up alternate words.

· Write a poem for a school poetry contest.

· Discover the poetry section in the school library.  Have students read poetry books and select one they enjoy to read to the class.

· Write a poem about your favorite food and have the class vote on the best poem.

· Write a jingle for a particular cereal.  Students may try the cereal and then write a jingle. Let the class vote on the favorite.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Children’s Book Group • Harcourt Children’s Books • www
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Mathematics:

Word problems.  For example:  If Stanza got 500 packages of Snappers and they each ate one package a day, how many days would the Snappers last?
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Grades K-3 Indiana Standards met by this picture book:
Language Arts: 
CORE STANDARD 3  Literary Text: Comprehension and Analysis Compare diﬀ erent stories and poems, including the meaning or lesson of each text. [Standard Indicators: 2.3.1, 2.3.3, 2.3.7] 

CORE STANDARD 5  Writing: Literary Text Create a list of ideas for writing. Write brief narratives, poems and descriptions that follow a recognizable sequence and contain descriptive details. Revise writing to improve sequence, to adddescriptive detail, and to make language clearer. [Standard Indicators: 2.4.1, 2.4.2, 2.4.6, 2.4.8, 

2.5.1, 2.5.2, 2.5.4, 2.5.5, 2.5.6] 

CORE STANDARD 3  Literary Text: Comprehension and Analysis Identify and describe the speaker or narrator, main characters, main ideas, and main events in literary texts. Discuss the meanings or lessons of each text. Explain the diﬀerences among poems, plays and stories. [Standard Indicators: 3.3.1, 3.3.2, 3.3.3, 3.3.4, 3.3.6, 3.3.8] 


Mathematics: 
CORE STANDARD 1  Number Sense and Computation Place Value Understand and use the relationship among whole numbers, including place value, to identify and 

compare numbers up to 1000. [Standard Indicators: 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.1.3, 2.1.4, 

2.1.5, 2.1.7] Addition and Subtraction Add and subtract whole numbers less than 1000 using eﬃcient methods. Understand and show the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction. [Standard Indicators: 2.2.1, 2.2.2, 2.2.3, 2.2.4, 2.2.6, 2.3.1, 2.3.4] Multiplication and Division Understand the meaning of multiplication and division of whole numbers and show the relationship between them. Find values for number sentences containing multiplication and/or division. [Standard Indicators: 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.2.4, 3.2.5, 3.3.1, 3.3.2, 3.3.4, 3.3.5] 



Stanza 
By Jill Esbaum

Name: ___________________________ 



Date: __________

Skill: Ordering Events

Directions: Write the correct number by each event in the order that it happened.  #1 is for the first event and #11 is for the last event.

_____ Dirge, Frisco, and Stanza prowl the streets creating trouble.
_____ STanza sneaks aways and writes poetry.

_____ Stanza enters his jingle in the Snapperz Jingle contest.

_____ STanza sneaks past everyone and drops his jingle in the entry box.

_____ Stanza checks for the contest results.

_____ Stanza shares only if the brother share their talents too.

_____ The city actually loves STanza jingle.

_____ STanza’s brother beg for him to share.

_____ Snappers arrive with a year supply of Snappers treats.

_____ Stanza gets 2nd place and his brother make fun on him.

_____ Stanza shares only if the brother share their talents too.

